
NEARER Sunday 25th September 2016 
 

Theme - The Storyteller - No. 1- The Lost Sheep 

 

1600 - Welcome & Intro: 

Coffee & Biscuits available 

 

1610 - Exploration Time: 

(Two activities, move around half way through) 

Mingle Time 1 - 20 MOST COMMONLY LOST ITEMS  

Mingle Time 2 - The parable of the lost sheep video and guided discussion 

 

1655 - Together Time: 

Read parable in accessible version 

Show questions to think about. 

Read again. 

Have one minute reflection time (back ground music) ‘What does God want you to take away from today?’ 

Distribute Takeaway sheet 

Distribute Cultural background sheet 

FREE Bible - Read the parables for yourself. 

NEARER publicity materials - INVITE people! 

Date of next meeting - Sunday 8th May ‘The Storyteller - 2’ 

 

 

 

 



Mingle Time 1: 

“REVEALED: The most commonly lost items” 

 

The average person loses more than 3,000 possessions in their lifetime - including 384 pens, 192 items of clothing 

and 64 umbrellas, new research reveals. 

 

A study of 2,000 adults found we will typically misplace four items a month with keys, mobile phones, pens and 

glasses the most common. 

 

Two thirds of Brits describe themselves as the type to lose things 'regularly' and the average person forks out 

£4,480 over their lifetime replacing stuff they have lost. 

 

Not surprisingly, children are the worst culprits - typically losing seven items per month such as school jumpers, 

books, stationery, socks and toys. 

 

In fact, children will lose more than a 1,000 items throughout their school years, the research by My Nametags, a 

British manufacturer of name tags, found. 

 

Managing Director Lars Andersen said: "Schools are like the Bermuda Triangle for clothes and stationery. 

 

"Parents often discuss how they can avoid losing school uniform as you don't want to fork out for new items 

you've only bought the other week.  

 

"Some losses are inevitable, but there are ways that you can make sure your child doesn't lose every item they 

own by labelling everything, even their socks. 

 

"It is utterly frustrating when you lose a particular possession, whether it be a child's cherished teddy bear, or a 

mobile phone.  

 

"You are invariably unhappy about losing the item, but also about wasting time looking for it. 

 

"But of course, when you've found the misplaced item, or it has been returned to you, the agony of losing 

something is then replaced by sheer joy." 

 

Headphones, lipsticks and memory sticks have a unique ability to go astray and also featured on the 20 most lost 

list. 

 

Other items that have a mysterious habit of disappearing include remote controls, phone chargers and gloves.  

 

The results also showed that one in four careless people have even temporarily lost a car. 

 

While a fifth has found themselves stranded after losing some crucial directions. 

 

Outside of the home, the most likely place for stuff to go walkabout is in the car or on the bus, results showed. 

 

And the costs of losing items mount up - the most expensive item parents said their child had lost, never to be 

seen again, was valued at an average of £104. 

 

Andersen added: "Sometimes the reunion with your lost item depends on another person's honesty.  



 

"It could be a kind soul spotting your wallet left on a bus, or your child's lonely hat lost in a car park, who will 

decide to contact you, but if there is no form of identification on the item it could be lost forever. 

 

"Most of us don't lose many items of significant value, but no matter what the value, if it matters to you or your 

child there will be emotional ups and downs associated with the lost item." 

 

1. Keys 

2. Phone 

3. Pens (or other items of stationery) 

4. Glasses or sunglasses 

5. Remote controls 

6. Money 

7. Socks 

8. Phone charger 

9. Bank cards 

10. Gloves 

11. Umbrella 

12. Headphones 

13. Wallet 

14. Lipstick (or other make-up/cosmetic items) 

15. Memory sticks 

16. Jewellery 

17. Diary 

18. Shoes / Trainers 

19. Watch 

20. Hat 

(source Daily Mail Tue, Jun 21, 2016)  

 

Use pictures of top twenty items to rank in order and talk about losing and finding things, share stories. 



Mingle Time 2 - The parable of the lost sheep video and guided discussion 

Watch the video (https://vimeo.com/3188992) and think about what is happening. 

 

How did the sheep get lost? 

When did the sheep realise he was lost? 

What might have happened had the shepherd not gone looking for it? 

How did the shepherd know one of the sheep was missing? 

How did the sheep feel when he was found? 

What lesson did he learn? 

How did the shepherd feel when his sheep was lost and then when he recovered it? 

 

Given that Jesus tells this story about people who stray from the right path and the role of religious leaders to 

search and restore the lost, what are we to learn from this story? How does this challenge us in our own lives? Are 

we sheep or shepherds, how should we be living? 



Together Time - 

Stephen - Set the scene. 

The Holy Land on a hot afternoon. 

You’ve come with hundreds of your fellow villagers to listen to this holy man Jesus that everyone is talking about. 

He tells stories people say, just simple stories, but through these stories he helps people understand the deep 

truth about themselves and about God. 

You see some important religious leaders come to talk to Jesus. They don’t seem to be very pleased with him. 

You push closer to hear what is being said. You hear them criticise Jesus because he spends time with people 

who everyone knows are bad people, cheats, swindlers, thieves and the like. 

Jesus responds to their condemnation about the company he keeps with a story. 

 

Kerry - The Parable of the Lost Sheep (Luke 15:1-7, NLT) 

 

1Tax collectors and other notorious sinners often came to listen to Jesus teach. 2This made the Pharisees and 

teachers of religious law complain that he was associating with such sinful people—even eating with them! 

 

3So Jesus told them this story:  

 

4“If a man has a hundred sheep and one of them gets lost, what will he do? Won’t he leave the ninety-nine others 

in the wilderness and go to search for the one that is lost until he finds it? 5And when he has found it, he will 

joyfully carry it home on his shoulders. 6When he arrives, he will call together his friends and neighbours, saying, 

‘Rejoice with me because I have found my lost sheep.’  

 

7In the same way, there is more joy in heaven over one lost sinner who repents and returns to God than over 

ninety-nine others who are righteous and haven’t strayed away! 

 

Questions to think about: 

What is this story really about? 

One the one level it is a story about sheep and shepherds, but on another level it is about people and God. 

Who does the sheep represent and who does the shepherd represent? 

Why do sheep get lost? 

Can sheep take care of themselves? 

What does a shepherd do for the sheep? 

Do you recognise yourself in this story? 

What are you going to take away from today? 

 

Reflection time - play lost sheep video without pictures for background music. 


